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Message

Our hometown of Oyama has Mt. Fuji and other abundant natural resources that have
been protected and nurtured by our predecessors. This beautiful town possesses a rich
historical legacy. In the Nara (710-794) and Heian (794-1184) periods, the Ashigara road
served as the main thoroughfare for traveling from the western capital of Kyoto to the
Eastlands. In the Kamakura period (1185-1332), the shogun Minamoto Yoritomo and
the Tendai Buddhist monk Nichiren are said to have lodged here.

Our town is now striving to create a vigorous "Oyama Town, a friendly and caring

town at the foot of Mt. Fuji." With this aim, we are comprehen
ous policies to build a pleasant and convenient town where
pride and peace of mind. X]

In commemoration of the 90th anniversary of the incorporation of Oyama as a town, this
Town Guide was compiled to introduce the past, present, and future images of Oyama.
We hope that you will enjoy reading this publication and will thereby gain a deeper

i d ~ understanding of our town.
Hisashi Osada
Mayor of Oyama Town
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Oyama Town is located in the northeast of Shizuoka Prefecture and its north-
western part reaches Mt. Fuji. Extending from east to west, Oyama Town is
surrounded by the Mikuni Range which forms the caldera of Mt. Fuiji, the
Tanzawa Mountains on the northeast, and the Hakone Gairin Mountains on
the southeast. Originating in both the Fuji and Hakone mountains, the
Ayusawa River flows eastward while converging with the Sano, Su, and
Nozawa Rivers, and eventually becomes the Sakawa River. With a total area of
136.13 square km, Oyama is broadly divided into the four districts of Oyama,
Ashigara, Kitago, and Subashiri.
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=3 byama, a Friendly and Caring Hometown at the Foot of Mt. Fuji

~ While acknowledging major changes in the present times, such as fluctuating economic conditions,

the falling birth rate, the graying population, and globalization, Oyama Town has formulated the

"Phase Il Oyama Comprehensive Plan" which gazes ahead into the 21st century. We are now push-

ing forward diverse polices according to this plan. The basic principle during elaboration of the plan

residents could live with convenience and safety, and "Oyama, a

L of Mt. Fuji* was selected as the future image of our town.

ment, promote pleasant and enjoyable civic

|qgmgcal characteristics.
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Self-Government and Town Development

To create communities where each resident can lead fulfilling lives with peace of mind, Oyama Town
has joined hands with its residents to promote the development of neighborhood communities by
stimulating greater social interaction and mutual assistance in each locale. Oyama actively encour-
ages participation in traditional events and in community activities related to environmental preserva-
tion, culture, sports, and welfare. By making municipal information available to the public, conduct-
ing publicity aimed at the residents, and holding open assembly sessions, Oyama hopes to deepen the
residents' understanding of town development activities and raise their civic awareness.
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Health Care and Welfare

Oyama Town trains community health leaders and works to envigorate their activities so that each
and every town resident can take the initiative in his and her own health care. In order to enhance
local medical structures, we are also striving to establish a system that integrates health care, medical
care, and welfare services, such as health maintenance, health promotion, preventive medicine, med-
ical treatment, and rehabilitation. In particular, to meet the growing and diversifying welfare needs of

senior citizens, we are striving to properly administer a senior-care insurance system and to develop a
local welfare structure.
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Education and Culture

With the aim of accommodating the increasingly diverse and sophisticated educational needs of town resi-
dents, we are making efforts to build a lifelong learning society where everyone can easily study at each stage
of life. To protect and nurture our homeland, blessed with numerous natural blessings, we are striving to culti-
vate people who appreciate the importance of our natural environment and will actively engage in town
development from the perspective of maintaining harmony between people and nature. Efforts are being made
to efficiently utilize municipal facilities-including the Lifelong Learning Center, schools, and public halls-and to
promote multifaceted education and cultural activities that respond to the needs of the townspeople.

12
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Industry

To promote the emergence of new industries, Oyama Town collaborates with local firms, associa-
tions, and other organizations so as to actively encourage the exchange of ideas between such differ-
ent sectors as agriculture and forestry, industry, commerce, and tourism. In addition, we will work to
promote local industries on the premise of better traffic access in the future. We are also creating
new forms of agricultural tourism (such as "green tourism") and services, conducting research and
development to offer distinctive local specialties, and holding various events aimed at envigorating
community life.
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Land Utilization and Urban Infrastructures

So that Oyama's natural splendor and historical environmental can be passed on to future generations, we
are striving toward land development and preservation from the perspective of harmonious co-existence
between people and nature. Moreover, with the aim of preserving the global environment, we promote
conservation campaigns that target areas familiar to the residents, including movements to reduce
garbage, encourage recycling, clean rivers, plant trees, and so forth. We are also making efforts to form
an agreeable residential space by promoting the supply of high-quality housing and housing lots and by
developing and enhancing such urban infrastructures as neighborhood parks, sewage systems, and roads.
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A Relaxing and Affluent Lifestyle Where People Interact with Nature

Located in the approximate center of the town, the Kitago District is
developing an attractive residential zone and forms the hub of Oyama's
agricultural production.
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The Oyama Town Assembly consists of 19 members who convene regular quarterly sessions each
year and, whenever necessary, extraordinary sessions. During these sessions, the assembly mem-
bers deliberate, review, and decide important matters of municipal government, such as budget
planning, the enactment, revision, or abolition of ordinances, and other duties.

Moreover, 1o ensure the smooth operation of the assembly, specialized deliberations are carried
out by three standing committees: General Affairs, Economics, and Culture, Education, and
Welfare. Special committees may also be formed as necessary to deal with priority issues.

The Oyama Town Assembly works hard to heed the opinions of town residents while promoting
development of Oyama.
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テキストボックス
平成１７年６月２日から、議長は室伏武氏、副議長は真田勝氏です。
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Shoo Town of Katsuta County is located in the northeast of
Okayama Prefecture. The town is south of Mt. Nagi, which is the
main peak of the Chugoku Mountains. While traveling to Kyushu
to quell a rebellion, Sakata Kintoki (Kintaro) is said to have caught
a fever on the way and died in Shoo Town. Kintaro was thus born
in Oyama Town and died in Shoo Town. Due to this shared con-
nection with Kintaro, Oyama and Shoo officially became sister
towns on November 24, 1973.
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